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Investigation of Historical Earthquakes (3)

Earthquake and Tsunami Damages by the Meio Earthquake of
September 20, 1498

Kumizi IIDA

The earthquake and tsunami damages caused by the Meio earthquake of 1498 are investi-
gated from old documents collected to understand the damage locality and the occurrence
characteristics of an earthquake in off Tokaido districts. The distribution of seismic intensity
and tsunami inundation heights are also studied. About 500 kilometers along the Paciffic Coasts in
Tokaido districts, Central Japan were hit by the tsunami of this earthquake. Most severe
inundation heights in the range of 8 to 15 meters are estimated at the Shima Peninsula. Wave
source is estimated to be located along the Nankai trough, extending up to the south of lzu
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Peninsula.

The remarkable changes in topographical features were the appearance of the sinking of
several large areas such as Hamana, Yaezu, and Tsu distridts and of the opening of the Hamana

lake to the sea.

It is estimated that about 8,500 houses were destroyed and about 51,000 peoples were
drowned by the 1498 earthquake and tsunami. The magnitude of this earthquake is estimated at 8.

3 and the epicenter at 138.1° E and 34.0° E.
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