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Rice-eating Culture and Its Functions through Annual Events in Jiangnan Area, China

- Mainly based on the Local Chronicles from Qing Dynasty to Colonial Era -

Huge”

Gan Jingchao
Abstract Jiangnan District, China is one of the main regions of rice cropping and rice- eating. There are, however,
very few detailed reports written about the rice-eating culture in Jiangnan. More specifically, 1)What type
of rice-eating do people live on and in which area is it distributed? 2) How and when is rice cultivated? 3)
For what purpose?, and so forth. Therefore this paper, as research materials, refers to the local chronicles in
each area of Jiangnan from Qing dynasty to coronial era and attempt is made to clarify the historical
aspects of rice-eating folkways through annual events in Jiangnan and to make clear its functions of the

meals served as such events.
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